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Volunteer Appreciation  

This years volunteer appreciation reception was host to many things this year.  As always, all who attended enjoyed 

great food, and a great opportunity to meet with each other.  But we also had the opportunity to remember someone who 

meant so much to this program and that was David Logan.   

David Logan had been a volunteer with CASA for four years and advocated for 17 children, along with his wonderful 

wife Carol Lee. Sadly, in October David lost his courageous fight with cancer, but his spirit still lives on with all who 

knew him, and all the children that he helped find safe and permanent homes for.  There is nothing that we could  ever 

give a volunteer that could properly thank them for all that they do, because their service is so valuable to those that they 

serve. This year became the first year for the David G. Logan Volunteer of the Year Award.  We believe that David had 

the true spirit of a volunteer all throughout his life, even in the end.  We were fortunate enough to have Davidôs wife 

Carol Lee and their children Jenny and Steve in atten-

dance with us to present them with this award.   We 

wanted to thank Davidôs family for sharing their  wonder-

ful husband and father with us. 

The first recipient of the award this year was Daniel H. 

Rowland, who has been with us for two and a half years, 

and has filled in for staff members during maternity 

leave, and helped with trainings, authored a childrenôs 

book to give to children and advocated for many chil-

dren.  CASA of Northeast Tennessee is very honored to 

have a man of Danôs caliber advocating for many chil-

dren in the area. He works tirelessly to get children into 

safe, permanent homes as quickly as possible.  

Present to accept the newly established award in honor of David Logan 

were his family members. L-R Jenny, Steve, and Carol Lee Logan. 

Derekõs Story 
Derek is a 9 year old boy who had lived alone with his mother after his father died until she was arrested and subse-

quently incarcerated. Temporary custody of  Derek went to his maternal uncle and four cousins, at this point CASA was 

appointed. He had to change schools when he moved in with his uncle and he started doing poorly in school. When the 

CASA advocate talked to Derek, she discovered he shared a bedroom with three older 

cousins and that they picked on him. Derek also said that he had no place to study or do 

homework, his cousins played video games all the time so he couldnôt have any quiet time 

and that his uncle told him that he was more trouble than he was worth. The CASA 

worker then talked to the uncle who admitted that taking on Derek was more than he ex-

pected and brought up a potential alternate place for him to live. The CASA worker talked 

to the couple, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and checked out the home to find that it was suitable 

for Tracey. The couple filed for custody and CASA recommended Derek live there in-

stead and his uncle agreed. CASA also spoke to his mother in jail and she said that was 

the best place for him to live. When the CASA worker next visited Derek, he spoke enthu-

siastically about his new school and the friends he had made. He also said that he enjoyed 

spending time with the Johnsonôs older child whom he called his older brother. The John-

sonôs said that they would be willing to keep Derek as long as needed.  



 CASAôs Fourth Annual Golf Tournament held at the 

Johnson City Country Club on August 24th was a great suc-

cess again this year! Participants enjoy a sunny day of golf 

along with a great lunch donated by The Firehouse Restau-

rant. Prizes were awarded to the top three teams and the lead-

ing womenôs team of the day. Congratulations to all the win-

ners on their outstanding performances. Participants also com-

peted for a car from Friendship Hyundai of Johnson City and 

a Rolex from Bowman Jewelers for the first hole in one. We 

would like to express our appreciation to all who took part in 

the tournament, to our many hole sponsors and to the gener-

ous prize contributors. As a result of this event, CASA of 

Northeast TN will be able to serve more at-risk children in our 

three-county area. Thanks to everyone for their support and 

participation. 

 The bids are closed, all the prizes won, and everyoneôs red 

shoes are resting in their closets.  CASA held its 4th Annual Red 

Shoe GALA on October 9th and with the generosity of our sponsors, 

donors, guests, and bidders we raised a third more funds this year 

than last surpassing our budgeted income for the event.  Our atten-

dance also increased along with our overall sponsorship dollars. 

The evening was kicked off with a formal dinner followed by the 

judging of red shoes by CASA Volunteers Jim Gaffney and Jennie 

Gerace. Sara Diamond from WJHL News Channel 11 hosted the 

evening while the Wells Brothers and Scat Cats band kept the music 

playing and the couples dancing. Nearly one hundred auction items ranging from portraits and jewelry to items 

crafted by area artists and trips to places such as Florida were bid on throughout the night.  Additionally, spe-

cial awards were received by Robert ñBobò McGough and Dr. Les Bry-

ant recognizing them for their selfless services to CASA of Northeast 

Tennessee. 

Our participants left the evening with a greater understanding of 

CASA, its mission, and the people who enable to CASA to serve the 

children of Greene, Unicoi, and Washington counties. We would like to 

thank Modern Woodmen of America for their sponsorship, they are a 

fraternal organization providing financial services to their clients.  Your 

local member is Roger Espinoza and you can visit them on the web at 

www.modern-woodmen.org.  Additionally, we would like to thank our 

sponsor Ciao Bella, an exclusive women's and men's fashion boutique.  

They are located on People's Street in Johnson City and you can visit 

them on the web at www.ciaobellashopping.biz.   

There are many thanks to the generosity of these sponsors and many others. If you missed this yearôs Red Shoe 

GALA, plan to attend next year to bid on great auction items.  Thank you to each individual who assisted and 

contributed to this yearôs successful GALA.  We plan to see you and your red shoes next fall! 

4th Annual Red Shoe Gala: a Success!  
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